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PSA Design were commissioned to assess likely 
contamination of the site of a former Brookhouse 
Cotton Mills Complex in Blackburn Lancashire. 
The land was to be developed for residential 
housing. 
 
The site was investigated both for geotechnical 
properties of the ground, to aid foundation design 
plus a contaminated land assessment carried out 

 accordance with BS 10175:2001. in
 
The various investigations concluded that the site 
was underlain by a stiff clay of glacial till origin. 
Made Ground materials were encountered in 
localised areas of the site, including basement 
infills within the lower terrace of the site. The 
Made Ground showed elevated levels of various 

organic metals, TPH and PAH. 

 The site is surrounded by residential and 
commercial developments, with the River 
Blakewater running along the western boundary of 
the site. Industrial Profiling was carried out due to 
the complex land use history of the site with 
detailed risk assessments due to the variety of 
potential hazard sources and pathways to the 

uman and environmental receptors.  h
 
Investigation proposals were discussed and 
agreed with Blackburn with Darwen Council, which 
required various investigation tools and significant 
chemical testing to satisfy the regulator. 
 
PSA Design provided design services for the site 
including geotechnical and environmental design, 
flood risk assessment and acoustic survey works.  
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